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the actual ceremony, there was hardly room to turn round
for days beforehand.

He had thought at first of placing Yugiri in the Fourth
Rank; but he was airaid that this would be considered an
abuse of power, and there was indeed no hurry; for the
boy was still very immature, and affairs being now entirely
in Genji's hands he could easily promote him by small
steps, till within a comparatively short time it would be
possible to put him in the Fourth Rank without attracting
an undue amount of attention. When, however, Yugiri
made his appearance at the Great Hall in the light blue
decorations of the Sixth Rank, this was more than his
grandmother Princess Omiya could bear. Genji fortu-
nately realized that she would very likely be somewhat
upset. When he went to call upon her she at once began
voicing her grievance. * You must remember/ replied
Genji, * that he is far too young to begin his public career. I
would not indeed have performed his Initiation so early
save that I designed to make a scholar of him.. This will
give him profitable employment during two or three years
which might otherwise have been completely thrown away.
As soon as he is old enough to take public office, he is certain
to come quickly to the fore.

' I myself was brought up at the Palace in complete
ignorance of the outside world. Living as I did continually
at my father the Emperor's side I could not but pick up a
certain vague familiarity with writing and books; it was,
however, of the most meagre kind. For I could not at the
best learn more than he chanced himself to have picked up
in the same casual way, so that in every subject I only
knew disconnected scraps and had no notion of how they
ought to be fitted together. This was the case particularly
as regards literature; but even in nmsic my knowledge was
hopelessly incomplete, and I acquired no real command